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the theology of that age, God was pleased rather than other-
wise when Christians chopped up unbelievers, so wherever
he thought it useful, Albuquerque cut them to pieces, and
not even his most captious critics disapproved.

The day after he conquered Goa, the Governor dispatched
a sheaf of letters broadcasting the news. D. Manuel of course
received a detailed account, and the Rajahs of Cochin and
of Cannanore were also informed. Perhaps his greatest
satisfaction was in writing to Gon?alo de Sequeira, who
with his captains had refused to join the expedition on the
grounds that Goa was a dubious undertaking and the cargo
had to be considered first. Albuquerque told him all about
the valiant deeds of the other fidalgos. Thanks to them
Goa was taken, but everybody could have shared in the
glorious work and still have had time to load their ships
twice over. So saying, he wished the homing captains a
prosperous voyage, since they were bearers of such joyful
news__t>ut nobody, he added, envied them at all!